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more small cruisers, which were permanently to represent our rising political interests in the Mediterranean. I raised the strongest objections to the sudden introduction of an additional estimate on these terms, for it might produce political complications, as the sending of the German Military Mission to Constantinople, which had been done without my previous knowledge and to my regret. I asked through the Chief of the Cabinet to be relieved of my office, whereupon the proposal was dropped. In the autumn of 1914 I wanted to propose a supplementary estimate for the purpose of sending a battleship division to San Francisco for the World's Exhibition, and thereby to ask, by means of the budget, for the means which we lacked for keeping more ships in commission abroad. Even in the distant future there was no occasion, as far as one could see, for the introduction of a new Supplementary Bill. I never intended a further increase of our battleships, but on the contrary I had in view the possibility of reducing their number in the event of a continuation of the huge increase in the size of the ships.
After Haldane's visit, when our extravagant desire for an understanding led the English to believe for a time that they could treat us like Portugal, the Government in London refused an agreement of neutrality, but was ready to promise not to take part in " unprovoked ( !) attacks " on us. For this meaningless kindness they put two conditions to the Emperor, firstly that the Supplementary Bill should be dropped alto-